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Add, remove, and update file servers 
(filers) to use with AutoVirt. 

Analyzing Your Data 

Create data management strategies 
and plans. 

Namespace Management 

Organize data according to purpose 
rather than location. 

Cleanup after Migration 

Reclaim the capacity anytime after a 
completed migration. 

Replacing DFS 

Copy existing DFS namespaces into 
AutoVirt ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǿƛǘƘ !ǳǘƻ±ƛǊǘΩǎ 

data management policies. 

Integrate AutoVirt with DFS-R 

Access the closest available copy of a 
DFS-R replication group from an 

independent namespace. Roaming 
profiles is the best known use case. 

Migration 

Transparently relocate shares. 

Mirroring 

Replication of file systems provides 
storage agnostic protection. 

Archiving 

Archiving moves selected files to 
archives. 

Distribution 

Get local access to the copy of the files 
that is closest to you. 

Tiering 

Use multiple storage tiers with 
different costs, performance, and 

protection policies according to the 
business value of the data. Change 

tiers as the value of the data changes 
over time. 

Consolidation 

aƻǾŜ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ōǳǘ άƭƛƪŜέ Řŀǘŀ ǘƻ ŀ 
single filer volume and provide a 

single point of access to the users. 

Copying 

Copy data one time or many times 
using a recurring schedule. 

Introduction 

The AutoVirt software platform combines file virtualization technology with a policy engine for automating common data 
management workflows. With AutoVirt, you can migrate, consolidate, replicate, or tier data without affecting end-user access to 

networked files. 

 

Scheduling 

Set times for when tasks can and 
cannot access network resources. 
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Key Concepts 

Filer Management 

A filer is a Windows File Server or NAS device that supports CIFS. Adding filers into AutoVirt makes them eligible to participate as 
sources or destinations in AutoVirt policies. Filers can also be used as targets in independent namespaces (see Namespace 
Management). Filers that have been added into AutoVirt can be edited or removed at any time. 

Adding, editing, or removing filers affects the total amount of managed storage capacity available with your AutoVirt license (see the 
Principles of Operation for more information). 

How To: Add Filers 

1. Select Filers from the navigation column on the left. 

2. Select Add Filers from the action list on the right. 

3. Complete the Add Filers wizard. 

 

 

Related Subjects 

¶ Classifying Storage 
Classifying storage lets you easily assign storage tiers to volumes and quickly review capacity and free space by tiers. 

¶ Make Changes to Filers 
After filers have been added, you may continue to add, remove or change volumes; add, remove, or change shares; and add 
or remove files and folders. 

¶ Remove Filers 
Remove filers to make storage capacity available for other filers. 

¶ Cutover to the AutoVirt Namespace 
Cutover enables the AutoVirt namespace to manage client referrals using the host name referenced in UNC paths. 

 

Return to Top 
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How To: Make Changes to Filers 

After filers have been added, you may continue to add, remove or change volumes; add, remove, or change shares; and add or 
remove files and folders. AutoVirt automatically updates ǘƘŜ ŦƛƭŜǊΩǎ ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜ information daily, according to a pre-set 
schedule that you can manage. Or, you update filer changes immediately with two different Synchronize Now actions that manage 
volumes (Filers > Synchronize Now) or namespaces (Namespaces > Synchronize Now). 

Synchronizing filers can affect the total amount of managed storage capacity available with your AutoVirt license. 

How To: Synchronize Filers 

Synchronize a filer to update its capacity and free space information completely and quickly. 

1. Expand Filers from the navigation column on the left. 

2. Select the desired filer from the list of available filers. 
NOTE: You can also double-click the name of the desired filer from the list of filers in the All Filers view. 

3. Select Synchronize Now from the action list on the right. 

 

 

Related Subjects 

¶ Classifying Storage 
Classifying storage lets you easily assign storage tiers to volumes and quickly review capacity and free space by tiers. 

¶ Add Filers 
Adding filers into AutoVirt makes them eligible to participate as sources or destinations in AutoVirt policies. 

¶ Remove Filers 
Remove a filer to make storage capacity available for other filers. 

¶ Synchronize Namespaces 
Synchronize a namespace to update its share and folder information completely 

¶ Cutover to the AutoVirt Namespace 
Cutover enables the AutoVirt namespace to manage client referrals using the host name referenced in UNC paths. 

¶ Namespace Management 
Independent namespaces provide the opportunity to organize data according to business objectives, independently of the 
physical devices on which the data resides. 

¶ Data Management Workflows 
Set system-wide schedules for blackout window and synchronization; create and run policies. 

 

Return to Filer Management 

Return to Top  
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How To: Synchronize Namespaces 

Synchronize a namespace to update its share and folder information completely (see the Principles of Operation for more 
information). 

1. Expand Namespaces from the navigation column on the left. 

2. Expand Dependent. 

3. Select the desired dependent namespace from the list of available namespaces. 
NOTE: You can also double-click the name of the desired namespace from the list of namespaces in the Dependent 
Namespaces view. 

4. Select Synchronize Now from the action list on the right. 

 

 

Related Subjects 

¶ Add Filers 
Adding filers into AutoVirt makes them eligible to participate as sources or destinations in AutoVirt policies. 

¶ Remove Filers 
Remove filers to make storage capacity available for other filers. 

¶ Synchronize Filers 
Synchronize a namespace to update its share and folder information completely 

¶ Cutover to the AutoVirt Namespace 
Cutover enables the AutoVirt namespace to manage client referrals using the host name referenced in UNC paths. 

¶ Namespace Management 
Independent namespaces provide the opportunity to organize data according to business objectives, independently of the 
physical devices on which the data resides. 

¶ Data Management Workflows 
Set system-wide schedules for blackout window and synchronization; create and run policies. 

 

Return to Filer Management 

Return to Top 
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How To: Remove Filers 

Remove a filer to make storage capacity available for other filers. When you remove a filer, it can no longer participate in policies, or 
be associated with any active or inactive policies currently created. 

1. Expand Filers from the navigation column on the left. 

2. Select the desired filer from the list of available filers. 
NOTE: You can also double-click the name of the desired filer from the list of filers in the All Filers view. 

3. Select Remove Filer from the action list on the right. 

4. Complete the wizard. 

 

Dependent Namespace Implications 

¶ If data from the filer has been migrated to other filers, the Remove Filer wizard will show a list of active current referrals 
that will be affected by filer removal. You may choose to: 

o Retain the current active referrals in a new independent namespace; the original dependent namespace will then be 
removed with the filer. 

o Delete the current active referrals in the dependent namespace; this will sever automatic redirection to the new data 
location. The administrator will have to update UNC paths manually to the new data location. 

¶ If data has not been migrated from the filer, no further action is required; the wizard removes the filer and its dependent 
namespace automatically. 

 

Related Subjects 

¶ Add Filers 
Adding filers into AutoVirt makes them eligible to participate as sources or destinations in AutoVirt policies. 

¶ Make Changes to Filers 
After filers have been added, you may continue to add, remove or change volumes; add, remove, or change shares; and add 
or remove files and folders. 

¶ Cutover to the AutoVirt Namespace 
Virtualize a filer by transferring its host name to an AutoVirt namespace. 

 

Return to Filer Management 

Return to Top 
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How To: Cutover to the AutoVirt Namespace 

Cutover enables the AutoVirt namespace to manage client referrals using the host name referenced in UNC paths. Migration source 
filers should be cutover prior to migration so that they are accessed exclusively via AutoVirt namespaces. Cutover is not required for 
filers used as migration destinations. 

Cutting over requires a name change and reboot of the physical filer; for this reason, cutover should be done during a short 
maintenance window. 

1. Follow the Add a Filer procedure to add eligible filers to AutoVirt software. 

2. Expand Namespaces from the navigation column on the left. 

3. Expand Dependent. 

4. Select the desired dependent namespace from the list of available namespaces. 
NOTE: You can also double-click the name of the desired namespace from the list of namespaces in the Dependent 
Namespaces view. 

5. Select Cutover from the action list on the right. 

6. Complete the wizard. 

 

 

Related Subjects 

¶ Add Filers 
Adding filers into AutoVirt makes them eligible to participate as sources or destinations in AutoVirt policies. 

¶ Make Changes to Filers 
After filers have been added, you may continue to add, remove or change volumes; add, remove, or change shares; and add 
or remove files and folders. 

¶ Remove Filers 
Remove filers to make storage capacity available for other filers. 

 

Return to Filer Management 

Return to Top 
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Namespace Management 

Independent namespaces provide the opportunity to organize data according to business objectives, independently of the physical 
devices on which the data resides. AutoVirt provides three quick ways to generate new independent namespaces: 

¶ Create a new independent namespace 

¶ Convert an existing dependent namespace 

¶ Copy an existing DFS namespace 

Each workflow fulfills different objectives and achieves the same result ς the creation of an independent, completely editable 
namespace. 

How To: Create a New Independent Namespace 

Create a new independent namespace when you want to consolidate target referrals from multiple sources into one organized 
namespace. 

1. Expand Namespaces from the navigation column on the left. 

2. Select Independent. 

3. Select New Namespace from the action list on the right. 

4. Complete the New Independent Namespace dialog. 

 

 

Related Subjects 

¶ Convert a Dependent Namespace 
Convert a dependent namespace when you need an independent version of the namespace for use with policies. 

¶ Edit an Independent Namespace 
Create and edit new folders; add or modify shares and target referrals; drag-and-drop folders from existing namespaces. 

¶ Replacing DFS 
Copy existing DFS namespaces as independent, editable namespaces within AutoVirt. 

¶ Data Management Workflows 
Set system-wide schedules for blackout window and synchronization; create and run policies. 

 

Return to Key Concepts 

Return to Top  
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How To: Convert a Dependent Namespace 

Convert a dependent namespace when you need an independent version of the namespace for use with certain policies, such as 
Mirroring or Distribution. 

1. Expand Namespaces from the navigation column on the left. 

2. Expand Dependent. 

3. Select the desired dependent namespace from the list of available namespaces. 
NOTE: You can also double-click the name of the desired namespace from the list of namespaces in the Dependent 

Namespaces view. 

4. Select Convert Namespace from the action list on the right. 

5. Complete the Convert Namespace wizard. 

 
AutoVirt uses the original dependent namespace name for the new independent namespace and renames the original dependent 
namespace to something else. The renamed dependent namespace is then taken offline permanently and used to synchronize filer 

and namespace changes. 

If you intend to migrate data from a source filer, you must first cutover its namespace before converting it (see Cutover to the 
AutoVirt Namespace). Cutover is impossible once a namespace has been converted, unless you delete the independent namespace, 

then remove and re-add the source filer again. 

The independent namespace created as a result of conversion is not associated with a filer. Updates will continue to be synchronized 
through the renamed dependent namespace, but you will have to add these changes manually to the independent namespace (see 

Edit an Independent Namespace). 

 

Related Subjects 

¶ Create a New Independent Namespace 
Create a new independent namespace when you want to consolidate target referrals from multiple sources into one 

organized namespace. 

¶ Edit an Independent Namespace 
Create and edit new folders; add or modify shares and target referrals; drag-and-drop folders from existing namespaces. 

¶ Replacing DFS 

Copy existing DFS namespaces as independent, editable namespaces within AutoVirt. 

¶ Data Management Workflows 
Set system-wide schedules for blackout window and synchronization; create and run policies. 

 

Return to Namespace Management 

Return to Key Concepts 

Return to Top  
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How To: Edit an Independent Namespace 

1. Expand Namespaces from the navigation column on the left. 

2. Expand Independent. 

3. Select the desired namespace from the list of available namespaces. 
NOTE: You can also double-click the name of the desired namespace from the list of namespaces in the Independent 
Namespaces view. 

4. To edit independent namespace properties, you can: 

¶ Right-click over the namespace name and select New Folder to create a new empty folder. 

¶ Drag-and-drop folders from Available Namespaces to copy them into the independent namespace. 

 

¶ Right-click over any folder name in the namespace and select Properties to change referral, sharing, or security 
information for that folder. 

¶ Right-click over any folder name in the namespace and select Delete to remove that folder from the namespace. 

 

Related Subjects 

¶ Create a New Independent Namespace 
Create a new independent namespace when you want to consolidate target referrals from multiple sources into one 
organized namespace. 

¶ Add or Modify Referral Targets 
Change folder names, or change referral target information for the selected independent namespace folder. 

¶ Add or Modify Shares 
Modify share information for the selected independent namespace folder. 

¶ Add or Modify Security Settings 
Set specific permissions for users and groups for the selected independent namespace folder. 

¶ Replacing DFS 
Copy existing DFS namespaces as independent, editable namespaces within AutoVirt. 

¶ Data Management Workflows 
Set system-wide schedules for blackout window and synchronization; create and run policies. 

 

Return to Namespace Management 

Return to Key Concepts 

Return to Top  
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How To: Add or Modify Referral Targets 

Referral targets can only exist or be created at the leaves of the namespace. The UI prohibits you from creating referral targets using 
ineligible folders. 

1. Expand Namespaces from the navigation column on the left. 

2. Expand Independent. 

3. Select the desired namespace from the list of available namespaces. 
NOTE: You can also double-click the name of the desired namespace from the list of namespaces in the Independent 
Namespaces view. 

4. Right-click over any folder name in the namespace and select Properties. 

5. Select the General tab and make your changes. 

 

 

Related Subjects 

¶ Create a New Independent Namespace 
Create a new independent namespace when you want to consolidate target referrals from multiple sources into one 
organized namespace. 

¶ Add or Modify Shares 
Modify share information for the selected independent namespace folder. 

¶ Add or Modify Security Settings 
Set specific permissions for users and groups for the selected independent namespace folder. 

¶ Replacing DFS 
Copy existing DFS namespaces as independent, editable namespaces within AutoVirt. 

¶ Data Management Workflows 
Set system-wide schedules for blackout window and synchronization; create and run policies. 

 

Return to Edit an Independent Namespace 

Return to Namespace Management 

Return to Key Concepts 

Return to Top 
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How To: Add or Modify Shares 

1. Expand Namespaces from the navigation column on the left. 

2. Expand Independent. 

3. Select the desired independent namespace from the list of available namespaces. 
NOTE: You can also double-click the name of the desired independent namespace from the list of namespaces in the 
Independent Namespaces view. 

4. Right-click over any folder name in the namespace and select Properties. 

5. Select the Sharing tab and make your changes. 

 

 

Related Subjects 

¶ Create a New Independent Namespace 
Create a new independent namespace when you want to consolidate target referrals from multiple sources into one 
organized namespace. 

¶ Add or Modify Referral Targets 
Change folder names, or change referral target information for the selected independent namespace folder. 

¶ Add or Modify Security Settings 
Set specific permissions for users and groups for the selected independent namespace folder. 

¶ Replacing DFS 
Copy existing DFS namespaces as independent, editable namespaces within AutoVirt. 

¶ Data Management Workflows 
Set system-wide schedules for blackout window and synchronization; create and run policies. 

 

Return to Edit an Independent Namespace 

Return to Namespace Management 

Return to Key Concepts 

Return to Top 
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How To: Add or Modify Security Settings 

1. Expand Namespaces from the navigation column on the left. 

2. Expand Independent. 

3. Select the desired namespace from the list of available namespaces. 
NOTE: You can also double-click the name of the desired namespace from the list of namespaces in the Independent 
Namespaces view. 

4. Right-click over any folder name in the namespace and select Properties. 

5. Select the Security tab and make your changes. 

 

 

Related Subjects 

¶ Create a New Independent Namespace 
Create a new independent namespace when you want to consolidate target referrals from multiple sources into one 
organized namespace. 

¶ Add or Modify Shares 
Modify share information for the selected independent namespace folder. 

¶ Add or Modify Referral Targets 
Change folder names, or change referral target information for the selected independent namespace folder. 

¶ Replacing DFS 
Copy existing DFS namespaces as independent, editable namespaces within AutoVirt. 

¶ Data Management Workflows 
Set system-wide schedules for blackout window and synchronization; create and run policies. 

 

Return to Edit an Independent Namespace 

Return to Namespace Management 

Return to Key Concepts 

Return to Top 
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Measure Policy: Analyzing Your Data 

Measure policies provide powerful tree walk and reporting tools: 

¶ Size: The measure policies can determine the size of any data set in preparation for replication or migration. 

¶ Composition: Using a filter, measure policies can analyze the composition of your file systems. 

¶ Trends: Using a recurring schedule, measure policies can expose trends in changing volume and composition. 

¶ Modeling: Data management (measure) policies can model their own results without making actual changes. 

How To: Create a Measure Policy 

1. Expand Policies from the navigation column on the left. 

2. Select Measure. 

3. Select New Policy from the action list on the right. 

4. Complete the Copy Policy wizard and activate the policy. 

 

 

Related Subjects 

¶ Filer Management 
Adding filers into AutoVirt makes them eligible to participate as sources or destinations in AutoVirt policies. 

¶ Data Management Workflows 
Set system-wide schedules for blackout window and synchronization; create and run policies. 

 

Return to Key Concepts 

Return to Top 

  
























































